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l Summary

This publication offers a comprehensive overview of the various theories, schools of thought, opinions,
and approaches related to agroecology. These ideas were explored during a workshop titled “"Agro-
ecology: A Sustainable Approach to Food Production and Environmental Protection,” held in Ramallah
on July 16, 2024. The workshop was organized by the Palestinian Agricultural Institutions Coalition
(PAIC) under the Environmental and Climate Justice Program in Palestine (ECJP), with funding from the
Swedish Consulate General in Jerusalem and the Swedish “We Effect” Organization.

The workshop aimed to bring together key stakeholders to discuss agroecology, its challenges,
and its future prospects in Palestine. It successfully provided a vital platform for consultation and
identified priorities to support agroecology as a pathway to sustainable development. Discussions
emphasized the importance of transitioning to sustainable agricultural systems as a central solution
to environmental, social, and economic challenges, with a focus on promoting food sovereignty and
environmental protection.

The workshop culminated in a set of key recommendations, including:

®  Developing supportive policies for agroecology.

®  Securing necessary funding to promote sustainable agricultural initiatives.

®  Building the capacity of farmers to adopt environmentally friendly practices.

The outcomes underscored the importance of enhancing understanding of agroecology and its
role in achieving food security and preserving natural resources in Palestine. Participants called for
intensified collective efforts to ensure the sustainability of this approach in the face of current and
future challenges.

The specific objectives were as follows:

® To define the concept of agroecology both locally and globally, and to work toward formulating
a unified definition that aligns with the local context and is widely accepted by all stakeholders.

To emphasize the economic and social significance of agroecology, particularly its pivotal role in
advancing food sovereignty and achieving self-sufficiency.

To analyze the various challenges and obstacles facing agroecology in Palestine, including eco-
nomic, political, and social factors, and to assess their impact on the development and implemen-
tation of this approach.

® Todevelop practical recommendations and actionable proposals aimed at fostering the adoption
and advancement of agroecology in Palestine, ensuring its sustainability and strengthening sup-
port for local communities.



l Participants:

The workshop was attended by 25 participants and experts representing 17 entities and institutions
from various governmental, non-governmental, international, and academic sectors. The participating
entities included: the Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), the Food and Agriculture Organization
of the United Nations (FAO), international and local organizations such as Deutsche Gesellschaft fir
Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH, Palestinian Hydrology Group (PHG), Dalia Association,
the Union of Agricultural Work Committees (UAWC), Bisan Centre for Research and Development,
MA'AN Development Center (MDC), the Palestinian Agro-ecological Forum (PAF), the Applied Research
Institute - Jerusalem (ARI]), as well as experts from Palestinian universities, including Al-Quds Open
University and the Arab American University.

The workshop featured presentations of working papers, in-depth discussions, and the exchange
of views and experiences on vital topics. The most prominent contributions were as follows:

®  First Contribution: Agroecology from the Perspective of the Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture
Agriculture (MoA)

The Palestinian Ministry of Agriculture highlighted the importance of agroecology as a tool for
achieving food sovereignty. It emphasized the need to develop national policies that support
sustainable agriculture and underscored agroecology's role in preserving natural resources and
biodiversity, aligning with the principles and practices of safe agriculture.

® Second Contribution: The Work of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
(FAO) in the Field of Ecological Agriculture

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) presented its technical support for advancing
agroecology in Palestine. It described agroecology as a holistic approach that integrates envi-
ronmental and social dimensions to achieve sustainable agricultural management. The FAO also
stressed the importance of governments supporting the design and updating of agricultural
policies in line with this approach.

® Third Contribution: Achievements of the Union of Agricultural Work Committees (UAWC) in the
Field of Agroecology and Food Sovereignty

The Union of Agricultural Work Committees (UAWC) discussed its efforts to enhance farmers>
capacity to adopt agro-ecological techniques, such as restoring local seeds and improving soil
health. It highlighted the importance of promoting sustainable agricultural practices and re-
ducing reliance on chemical inputs through initiatives like seed banks, experimental farms, and
community awareness programs.

Fourth Contribution: Bisan Centre for Research and Development (Agro-ecology in the Pales-
tinian Context and Food Sovereignty)

Bisan Centre emphasized the importance of developing local strategies to promote agricultural
sustainability in the face of occupation-related challenges. It noted that agroecology relies on
local inputs, such as indigenous seeds, and supports the circular economy while advancing envi-
ronmental justice. The economic viability of agroecology, even at the level of home gardens, was
also highlighted.



®  Fifth Contribution: MA'AN Development Center (Agro-ecology as a Tool for Adapting to Climate
Change)

MA'AN Development Center explored the role of agroecology in addressing climate change. It
explained how agroecology enhances adaptation through the use of resilient crop varieties, mod-
ern irrigation techniques, and the diversification of agricultural activities. The Centre also em-
phasized the need to incorporate agroecology into educational curricula and community aware-
ness programs.

Sixth Contribution: The Palestinian Agro-ecological Forum (PAF) (Agricultural Environment To-
wards Food Sovereignty)

The Palestinian Agroecological Forum (PAF) reviewed the evolution of agroecology in Palestine and
globally, emphasizing its goal of balancing food production with environmental protection. It iden-
tified key pillars of agroecology, including soil, water, air, local seeds, and agricultural knowledge.

¢ Seventh Contribution: Palestinian Universities (Al-Quds Open University and Arab American
University)

Representatives from Palestinian universities discussed the importance of integrating agroeco-
logy into academic curricula and promoting scientific research in this field. They called for the
inclusion of agroecology in study programs and the development of research linking agricultural
production to its health and economic impacts.

® Eighth Contribution: International and Local Organizations (Deutsche Gesellschaft fir Interna-
tionale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ) GmbH and Dalia Association)

This contribution focused on building support and cooperation networks between farmers and
institutions to achieve sustainable development goals. It highlighted the importance of joint co-
ordination to advance sustainable agriculture and realize food sovereignty objectives.

Best Practices in Agroecology: Insights and Key Takeaways from the

Workshop

Best agro-ecological practices encompass a set of strategies and techniques aimed at promoting sus-
tainability and environmental protection, as discussed during the workshop on agroecology. Below are
the most prominent practices identified:

1. Crop Diversification: Planting a variety of crops to enhance soil health and increase productivity.
This approach reduces risks associated with pests and diseases while fostering ecological balance
within the agricultural system.

2. Use of Local Seeds: Promoting the use of indigenous seeds adapted to Palestinian climatic condi-
tions. This practice improves productivity, preserves local biodiversity, and reduces dependence

on imported seeds.



3. Improved Irrigation Techniques: Implementing efficient irrigation systems, such as drip irriga-
tion, to reduce water consumption and increase efficiency. This contributes to the conservation
of scarce water resources.

4. Mixed Farming: Integrating crop cultivation with animal husbandry to enhance biodiversity, im-
prove natural balance, and strengthen the overall health of the agricultural system.

5. Soil Management: Enhancing soil structure and fertility through techniques such as nutrient recy-
cling, reduced use of chemical inputs, and the application of organic materials.

6. Pest Control with Biological Techniques: Adopting natural and safe pest control methods, such as
natural predators or companion planting, instead of chemical pesticides. This preserves biodiver-
sity and reduces health risks.

7. Circular Economy: Applying circular economy principles by reusing agricultural resources and
minimizing waste. This contributes to sustainable agricultural production and reduces environ-
mental harm.

8. Awareness and Training: Organizing workshops and continuous awareness campaigns for farmers
to highlight the benefits of agroecology and sustainable agricultural practices. Sharing success
stories and field experiences is also emphasized.

9. Community Seed Banks: Establishing local seed banks to enhance agricultural diversity, support
local farmers, and preserve plant species adapted to the local environment.

10. Developing Agricultural Policies: Supporting the creation of national policies that encourage
agroecology, including providing funding and technical assistance to farmers for implementing
these practices.

11. Adapting to Climate Change: Utilizing drought-resistant and climate-resilient crop varieties, as
well as adjusting planting schedules to align with local climate changes, to ensure the sustainabil-
ity of agricultural production.

12. Strengthening Community Partnerships: Encouraging collaboration among farmers, government
agencies, and civil society organizations to achieve sustainable agriculture goals and promote
agro-ecological practices through joint initiatives.

These practices form the foundation for building a sustainable agricultural system in Palestine. By inte-
grating environmental knowledge with local agricultural strategies, they aim to achieve food security
and environmental protection.

Expected Outcomes of These Practices:

The implementation of these agro-ecological practices is expected to contribute significantly to
achieving food security, protecting the environment, and promoting sustainable development in
Palestine. It will also strengthen the agricultural sector’s resilience against economic, social, and
political challenges, fostering a sustainable Palestinian society capable of overcoming difficulties.

Key Takeaways from the Workshop:



1. The Need for a Unified Definition of Agroecology:

It is essential to establish a clear and unified definition of agroecology as a sustainable agricultur-
al approach aimed at preserving natural resources and enhancing food security. This definition
should also distinguish agroecology from traditional agricultural practices.

2. Main Challenges:

o

o

o

Lack of Government Support: The absence of government backing for agroecology remains a
significant obstacle for farmers, including the lack of clear policies to promote this approach.

Difficulty in Accessing Local Seeds: Farmers face challenges in obtaining local seeds that are
well-suited to Palestinian climatic conditions.

Absence of an Environmentally Conscious Consumer Culture: There is a pressing need to shift
consumer behavior and raise awareness about the benefits of agro-ecological products for
both public health and the environment.

3. Practical Recommendations:

o

o

Strengthening Government Policies: Enact laws that encourage the transition to agroecology
and provide financial and technical incentives to farmers to support these practices.

Developing Infrastructure: Establish local seed banks to ensure crop diversity and provide mod-
ern equipment for irrigation and soil management systems.

Community Awareness: Launch media campaigns and educational programs to inform con-
sumers about the benefits of agro-ecological products and their importance for health and
environmental sustainability.

Conducting Research Studies: Carry out economic and health studies to assess the impact of
agroecology on Palestinian society and the environment, enabling informed decision-making
regarding agricultural policies.

4. Future Steps:

o

Developing a National Strategy for Agroecology: Formulate a national strategy for agroecology
through collaboration among government institutions, civil society organizations, and interna-
tional partners to advance this sector.

Establishing Cooperation Networks Between Farmers: Encourage farmers to form networks

for sharing knowledge and experiences, as well as developing joint agricultural techniques that
promote sustainability and support the transition to agroecology.




l Review and Analysis of Agroecology Workshop Contributions

As part of the workshop, the consulting team carefully analyzed and evaluated the contributions pre-
sented, aiming to connect various theories and schools of thought while clarifying the relationships
between them. The team focused particularly on areas of consensus, differing perspectives, and over-
lapping ideas. Additionally, they provided final recommendations and outlined practical steps for the
future to ensure the effective application of agroecology in Palestine.

Introduction:

Agro-ecology is a sustainable agricultural approach that aims to balance agricultural production with
environmental protection. Rooted in principles such as promoting biodiversity, maintaining soil health,
and utilizing natural resources efficiently without harming ecosystems, agroecology offers a viable
alternative to modern conventional agriculture. Unlike conventional methods, which heavily rely on
chemical fertilizers and industrial pesticides, agroecology emphasizes the use of organic fertilizers,
integrated farming techniques, and environmentally friendly natural resource management.

In the Palestinian context, agroecology holds significant importance in addressing the climatic, eco-
nomic, and political challenges facing the agricultural sector. It plays a crucial role in enhancing food
sovereignty, reducing dependence on imported inputs, and improving the quality of life in rural areas.
By empowering local farmers and strengthening their capacity to adapt to climate change, agroecol-
ogy fosters resilience and sustainability.

Furthermore, agroecology contributes to achieving sustainable development goals by bolstering the
local economy, providing healthy and safe food, and reducing carbon emissions. Through innovative
practices such as crop rotation and intercropping, agroecology ensures food security while promoting
environmental conservation for future generations.

This workshop explored practical methods for applying agro-ecological principles in Palestine, with a
focus on the necessary steps to promote and expand the adoption of agroecology in the future.

How Do We Determine That the Followed Agriculture Is Agro-ecologica

To classify any agricultural activity as agro-ecological, it must adhere to a set of principles and prac-
tices that ensure sustainability and environmental protection. Below are the key criteria that demon-
strate a commitment to agro-ecological standards:

® Reliance on Natural and Local Inputs: Agro-ecological agriculture prioritizes the use of organic
fertilizers, such as compost and animal manure, over chemical fertilizers. It also avoids industrial
pesticides, opting instead for natural or biological methods to control pests and maintain the
balance of the agricultural ecosystem.

® Maintaining Soil Health and Fertility: Techniques such as no-till farming and crop rotation are
employed to preserve soil structure and health. Crops like legumes, which enrich the soil and
enhance its fertility, are cultivated as part of this approach.

® Efficient Water Management: Sustainable irrigation systems, such as drip irrigation and rainwa-



ter harvesting, are utilized to optimize water use. Efforts are also made to minimize water waste
and prevent contamination from pesticides or harmful chemicals.

® Crop Diversity and Environmental Integration: Agroecology emphasizes growing a variety of
crops and practices such as intercropping or companion planting to reduce pest outbreaks and
enhance biodiversity. It also integrates agriculture with animal husbandry or tree planting (inte-
grated farming systems) to create a balanced ecosystem.

® Reducing Carbon Emissions: The use of heavy machinery dependent on fossil fuels is minimized,
with a shift toward renewable energy sources or manual labor wherever possible to reduce envi-
ronmental impacts.

® Conservation and Recycling: Agricultural waste is recycled into fertilizers or used as mulch to
improve soil quality. Local seeds are preserved and propagated to ensure their sustainability for
future generations.

® Positive Impact on the Local Community: Agroecology provides healthy and safe food for local
communities while reducing dependence on imported products. This supports the local econo-
my, enhances food sovereignty, and strengthens community resilience.

What Makes Agriculture Non-Ecological?

Several factors indicate that agricultural practices may be non-ecological, including:

® Reliance on Chemical Inputs: The excessive use of synthetic chemical fertilizers and pesticides
leads to soil and water pollution, adversely affecting human health and wildlife.

® Causing Soil Erosion and Degradation: Over-tillage disrupts soil structure, resulting in erosion
and increased water loss due to wind and water. Additionally, the continuous cultivation of mon-
ocultures without allowing the soil to rest or replenish through nourishing crops exacerbates
degradation.

® Wasting Water Resources: The inefficient use of industrial irrigation systems, coupled with the
leakage of pesticides and fertilizers into natural water sources, contributes to water waste and
contamination.

® High Carbon Emissions: Heavy reliance on fossil fuel-powered machinery and the intensive pro-
duction of crops without considering their climate impact result in significant carbon emissions.

® Destroying Biodiversity: Large-scale monoculture farming reduces environmental diversity and
harms beneficial organisms, such as pollinators. The removal of natural vegetation without com-
pensatory measures further diminishes biodiversity.

®  Failure to Consider the Local Community: Producing food using harmful or contaminated ma-
terials due to chemical inputs undermines public health. Additionally, such practices often fail to
support the local economy or promote community sustainability.

® Accurate assessment of agricultural practices requires a field visit and a comprehensive analysis
to ensure compliance with agro-ecological principles. The choice of agro-ecological practices is
influenced by several key factors:




Environmental Conditions: Soil type, prevailing climate, and the availability of water resources.

Economic Conditions: Production costs, market prices of agricultural products, and access to
government support.

Social Conditions: Farm size, farmers' level of experience and agricultural knowledge, and the
cultural orientations of the local community.

Agricultural Goals: Objectives such as increasing productivity, improving crop quality, and main-
taining environmental sustainability and protection.

The adoption of agro-ecological practices is encouraged by the following factors:

Increased Environmental Awareness: Growing recognition among farmers and consumers of the
importance of environmental preservation and protection.

Government Support: Financial and technical incentives that facilitate the adoption of agro-eco-
logical methods.

Market Demand for Sustainable Products: The rising demand for healthy and environmentally
friendly agricultural products drives the adoption of these practices.

Climate Change: The need to adapt to increasing climate challenges makes agroecology more
essential than ever.

Note: Farmers can integrate multiple agro-ecological practices to maximize benefits.
There is no one-size-fits-all approach to agroecology; optimal methods depend on local
conditions and the specific needs of farmers.

Principles of Agroecology

Soil Conservation: Utilizing organic fertilizers, crop rotation, minimizing excessive tillage, and im-
proving soil structure to ensure long-term sustainability and fertility.

Crop Diversification: Cultivating a variety of crops to reduce reliance on a single crop, thereby
maintaining ecological balance and enhancing productivity.

Natural Pest and Disease Control: Employing natural methods, such as biological control using
beneficial insects and plant extracts, to manage pests and diseases instead of relying on chemical
pesticides.

Efficient Water Management: Implementing modern irrigation systems, reducing water waste,
avoiding overuse, and utilizing rainwater harvesting for agricultural purposes.

Preserving Biodiversity: Protecting local plant and animal species while promoting biodiversity
within farms to create a healthy and sustainable agricultural ecosystem.

Crop Rotation: Applying crop rotation systems to minimize the spread of diseases and pests, while
sustainably improving soil fertility.



At the global level, agroecology plays a significant role in adapting to climate change and reducing car-
bon emissions by promoting sustainable practices that conserve natural resources and reduce reliance
on industrial inputs.

At the local level, agroecology enhances food and economic security, particularly in resource-scarce
regions like Palestine. It supports self-sufficiency, reduces dependence on imports, and promotes so-
cial justice by empowering rural communities and small-scale farmers. Agroecology provides low-cost,
sustainable technologies, improves access to agricultural resources, and reduces economic and social
disparities by supporting local production and creating sustainable job opportunities.

Global Definition of Agroecology:

«Agro-ecology is the science, practice, and art of developing sustainable food systems that balance
environmental sustainability with social and economic well-being.»

—— Adopted Global Definition:

«Agro-ecology is the science, art, and practice of managing agricultural systems in a way that
enhances environmental diversity, improves soil health, and supports local communities by
producing healthy and sustainable food, while minimizing negative environmental impacts.»

Agro-ecology is a vital response to global environmental challenges, such as biodiversity loss and cli-
mate change. It seeks to restore the balance between humans and nature through sustainable solu-
tions that meet the needs of current generations without compromising the ability of future genera-
tions to meet their own needs.

The Core Pillars of Agroecology (Global Perspective)

® Biodiversity: Encouraging the cultivation of diverse crops instead of relying on monoculture. This
promotes ecological balance, reduces risks associated with pests and diseases, and preserves
biodiversity within agricultural fields and their surrounding environments.

® Protection of Natural Resources: Implementing practices that safeguard soil from erosion and
enhance its fertility through the use of organic materials, such as compost and organic fertilizers.
Additionally, sustainable irrigation techniques and rainwater harvesting are employed to reduce
the depletion of water resources.

® Reliance on Local Resources: Utilizing local seeds that are well-adapted to the surrounding en-
vironment, as opposed to hybrid or genetically modified seeds, to ensure the sustainability of
agricultural systems. This also involves prioritizing organic and natural fertilizers over chemical
alternatives, thereby minimizing harmful environmental impacts.

® Integration of Humans and Nature: Respecting local ecosystems and strengthening the connec-
tion between agriculture and communities to achieve local food security. This approach consid-
ers the cultural and social patterns unique to each region, ensuring that agricultural practices

align with local values and traditions.



The Concept of Agroecology in the Local Context (Palestine and the Arab World)

In the Palestinian and Arab context, agroecology holds strategic importance due to the unique envi-
ronmental, economic, and political challenges facing the region.

—— Local Arab Definition of Agroecology:

«Agro-ecology is an agricultural practice that integrates traditional techniques with modern
knowledge to achieve local food security, preserve natural resources, and address environ-
mental and social challenges.»

Local Definition (Palestine):

«In Palestine, agroecology is more than an agricultural system; it is a strategy for economic and politi-
cal resistance aimed at achieving food sovereignty and reducing dependence on imported products.»
This approach emphasizes the use of local resources, such as indigenous seeds and natural fertilizers,
to enhance economic independence and ensure the sustainability of natural resources.

The Unique Significance of Agroecology in Palestine

® Agro-ecology is a vital tool for enhancing food sovereignty amidst the environmental and political

challenges posed by occupation.

It serves as a form of resistance, protecting agricultural lands from confiscation and empowering
farmers by reducing reliance on imported inputs.

® The approach leverages local resources, such as indigenous seeds, natural fertilizers, and sustain-
able irrigation techniques, to promote environmental and economic sustainability.

Core Pillars of Agroecology in Palestine '

1. Protection of Soil and Water Resources: gro-ecology in Palestine focuses on maintaining soil fertil-
ity through organic fertilization and no-till farming. It promotes rainwater harvesting, using methods
like storage in tanks or soil infiltration, and employs drip irrigation systems to conserve water and
prevent resource depletion.

2. Revival of Agricultural Heritage: The promotion of traditional agricultural varieties is a key focus,
with an emphasis on crops such as local wheat, figs, olives, and indigenous vegetables that hold signif-
icant historical and cultural value. To safeguard these varieties, production farms for local seeds have
been established, and a national seed bank has been created to preserve and further develop these
heritage crops.

3. Enhancing Food Sovereignty: Achieving agricultural self-sufficiency and reducing dependence on
imports through a comprehensive agricultural plan developed in partnership with local institutions
and farmers.

4. Resisting Environmental and Political Challenges: Agroecology equips farmers with the tools to



adapt to the impacts of climate change, such as drought and desertification. It also empowers them
to sustainably manage their land, thereby protecting it from confiscation and illegal exploitation. This
approach not only enhances environmental resilience but also strengthens the socio-political standing
of Palestinian farmers.

Local Examples of Agroecology in Practice

® Al Hawakeer and Home Gardens: Utilizing small-scale farming to meet family food needs using
locally available resources.

® Local Seed Banks: Community-led initiatives to preserve indigenous seeds and enhance food se-
curity.

®  Agriculture in Marginalized Lands: Transforming dry or marginalized lands into productive areas
using agro-ecological techniques.

The Importance of Agroecology

® Environmental Benefits: Protects soil and water resources, reduces carbon emissions, and en-
hances crop resilience to climate change.

® Economic Benefits: Reduces production costs by utilizing local resources and strengthens farm-
ers' economic independence.

® Social Benefits: Provides sustainable job opportunities and improves the quality of life in rural
communities.

Agro-ecology in Palestine: Key Contributions

® Enhancing Food Security: Agroecology empowers Palestinians to produce their own food, re-
ducing reliance on external economic dominance, particularly in the face of ongoing political
challenges and frequent closures. To achieve this, it is essential to develop localized agricultural
plans for each governorate, incorporating sustainable environmental practices. Palestine’s di-
verse climate-spanning coastal, semi-coastal, mountainous, Ghor, and semi-Ghor regions—pro-
vides an opportunity to cultivate a wide variety of crops. With collective will and coordinated
action, achieving food self-sufficiency is within reach.

® Preserving Agricultural Heritage: Reintroducing traditional crops, such as local wheat and indig-
enous vegetables, while preserving sustainable farming techniques for future generations.

® Promoting Environmental Justice: Ensures the preservation of natural resources, safeguarding
the rights of future generations to land, water, and biodiversity.

®  Accessibility and Affordability: Agroecology does not require complex knowledge or significant
financial investment, making it accessible to low-income families and encouraging a return to
sustainable land cultivation.




Encouraging New Crops: Promoting the cultivation of local, sustainable crops like Sabr (prickly
pear), carob, and sumac using modern techniques to enhance productivity and economic value.

Supporting Livestock: Providing natural feed and avoiding herbicides to integrate agriculture
with animal production.

Protecting Wildlife: Reducing chemical pesticide use to restore ecological balance and preserve
biodiversity.

Challenges Facing Agroecology

Initial Costs: Transitioning to agroecology may involve high upfront costs.
Knowledge Gaps: Some farmers lack sufficient understanding of agro-ecological practices.

Marketing Difficulties: Environmentally friendly products may face challenges in reaching mar-
kets and being recognized as sustainable crops.






l Key Practices and Techniques in Agroecology

Agro-ecology is an agricultural system that emphasizes sustainability, the balance between humans
and nature, and the protection of natural resources. Its practices and techniques aim to enhance
soil health, support biodiversity, and minimize negative environmental impacts. Below are the key
practices and techniques adopted in agroecology:

1. Soil and Nutrient Management

Organic Fertilization: Using compost and animal manure as primary nutrient sources to im-
prove soil structure, enhance water retention, and reduce reliance on chemical fertilizers that
harm beneficial microorganisms.

Mulching: Covering the soil surface with straw, leaves, or plant residues to suppress weeds, re-
duce water evaporation, and enrich the soil as the organic material decomposes.

No-Till Farming: Minimizing soil disturbance to preserve its natural structure and microorgan-
isms, prevent erosion, and maintain moisture and fertility over the long term.

Growing Nitrogen-Fixing Plants: Cultivating legumes like clover and beans to enrich the soil
with nitrogen, improve aeration, and reduce erosion.

2. Water Management

Rainwater Harvesting: Collecting rainwater in tanks or ponds for use during dry periods and
directing it to fields through simple irrigation channels.

Drip Irrigation Systems: Delivering water directly to plant roots to minimize waste and maxi-
mize water-use efficiency, especially in areas with limited water resources.

Terracing: Building sloping terraces to reduce water and soil erosion while optimizing the use
of agricultural land.

3. Crop Diversification

Intercropping: Growing multiple crop types in the same area to enhance biodiversity. For exam-
ple, planting corn and beans together allows beans to provide nitrogen for corn.

Crop Rotation: Alternating different crops in the same field across seasons to prevent nutrient
depletion and naturally control pests.

Companion Planting: Cultivating complementary crops that support each other’s growth. For
instance, growing basil with tomatoes can improve flavor and deter insects.



4. Natural Pest and Disease Control

® Biological Pest Control: Introducing beneficial insects, such as ladybugs to feed on aphids or
predatory spiders to control harmful pests.

® Mechanical Control: Removing pests and weeds manually or with simple tools.

® Trap Cropping: Planting crops that attract pests away from main crops. For example, mustard
can lure insects away from cabbage and cauliflower.

® Natural Oils and Plant Extracts: Using neem oil, garlic, or other plant-based solutions to combat
pests in an environmentally safe manner.

5. Biodiversity Management

® Growing Native Plants: Utilizing local seeds and varieties adapted to regional climate and soil con-
ditions. Seed exchanges among farmers can increase genetic diversity and preserve endangered
species.

® Creating Natural Habitats: Allocating spaces for wild plants or small ponds within fields to sup-
port wildlife and enhance ecological balance.

® Agroforestry: Integrating trees with crops to provide shade, stabilize soil, and boost productivity.

6. Enhancing Productivity with Simple Technology

®  Vertical Farming: Growing crops on multiple levels to save space and increase yields, ideal for
urban and densely populated areas.

®  Precision Agriculture: Using technologies like sensors and GPS to collect data on crop and soil
conditions, enabling informed decisions that reduce waste and improve resource efficiency.

® Renewable Energy: Harnessing solar or wind energy to power agricultural equipment, reducing
greenhouse gas emissions and promoting sustainability.

® Internet of Things (loT): Connecting agricultural devices to the internet for remote data collec-
tion and analysis, improving productivity and efficiency.

® Hydroponics: Growing plants without soil using nutrient solutions, which increases productivity
and reduces water use compared to traditional methods.

7. Recycling Agricultural Waste

® Organic Waste Recycling: Converting crop residues into compost to improve soil quality and re-
duce costs.

¢ Biogas Production: Using animal manure and organic waste to generate clean energy.

® Utilizing Weeds: Drying weeds for use as mulch or animal feed.



8. Community Engagement and Education

Home Gardens (Al Hawakeer): Encouraging families to grow their own food, increasing self-suffi-
ciency and reducing market dependence.

Workshops and Awareness: Training farmers in agroecological techniques and incorporating
agroecology principles into school curricula.

9. Marketing and Job Creation

Local Markets: Selling agroecological products in local markets.

Cooperatives: Establishing agricultural cooperatives to collectively market environmentally
friendly products.

Direct-to-Consumer Sales: Selling products directly through farmers' markets or on-farm sales.

Promoting the Local Economy: Creating job opportunities and improving farmers' incomes.

Conclusion

Agroecology offers a comprehensive set of practices and
techniques designed to protect the environment and pro-
mote sustainable agricultural production. By adopting these
methods, farmers can improve soil health, conserve natural
resources, enhance food security, and reduce costs while
supporting biodiversity. These practices contribute to build-
ing a resilient and sustainable agricultural system for both
current and future generations.

D







Strategic Recommendations for Advancing Agroecology in
Palestine

The development of agroecology in Palestine requires a comprehensive strategic vision that focus-
es on supporting farmers, strengthening national policies, developing markets for environmentally
friendly products, and raising public awareness about its benefits. Below is a set of practical recom-
mendations and proposals to promote this vital sector:

1. Supporting Government Policies to Encourage Agroecology

a. Strengthening National Policies

® Launching a National Agroecology Plan: Developing a comprehensive national strategy to re-
duce dependence on industrial agriculture and promote sustainable agricultural practices.

® Incentivizing Agroecology: Providing tax incentives for farmers adopting sustainable techniques
and supporting the purchase of modern, environmentally friendly equipment and technologies.

®  Promoting Scientific Research: Allocating funds for agricultural research to develop innovative
local technologies tailored to environmental challenges, such as improved irrigation systems and
drought- or pest-resistant seeds.

b. Strengthening Inter-Sectoral Cooperation

® Establishing Partnerships: Collaborating with international and local environmental organiza-
tions to bring expertise and funding to support agroecology initiatives.

®  Supporting Small Farmers: Offering easy-access loans and technical advisory services to farmers
and rural communities to ensure the success of their agro-ecological projects.

c. Improving Natural Resource Management

® Promoting Sustainable Water Use: Supporting rainwater harvesting projects and constructing
small reservoirs and dams to enhance water efficiency in agriculture.

® Protecting the Soil: Implementing national programs to rehabilitate degraded soil using environ-
mentally friendly techniques.

2. Training and Awareness Programs for Sustainable Agriculture Techniques

a. Designing Specialized Training Programs

® Integrated Agriculture: Training farmers in integrated farming techniques to improve soil pro-
ductivity.

® Organic Fertilization: Organizing workshops on producing organic fertilizer from agricultural

waste and food scraps.



® Natural Pest Management: Educating farmers on using pest-repelling plants, natural oils (e.g.,
neem oil), and insect traps.

b. Strengthening Agricultural Education

® Introducing Agroecology in Curricula: Incorporating sustainable agriculture concepts into school
and university curricula across Palestine.

® Establishing Agricultural Training Centers: Creating specialized training centers in each governo-
rate to provide hands-on education for farmers on agro-ecological practices.

c. Community Awareness

® Local Awareness Campaigns: Organizing seminars and field events to highlight the benefits of
agroecology for food security and environmental protection.

®  Promoting Environmental Culture: Using traditional and digital media to share success stories of
agro-ecological farmers and promote sustainable practices.

3. Developing Infrastructure for Marketing Environmental Products
a. Establishing Local Markets for Organic Products

® Periodic Markets: Organizing weekly or monthly markets dedicated to agro-ecological products

in major cities like Ramallah, Nablus, Hebron, and Jenin.

® Certified Trademarks: Developing certified labels for environmental products to distinguish

them and build consumer trust.

b. Supporting Distribution Networks

®  Access to Local Consumers: Establishing distribution centers in villages and rural areas to ensure

agro-ecological products reach consumers.

® E-commerce: Supporting the creation of online platforms to market environmental products

locally and internationally.

c. Improving Storage and Transportation

®  Providing Storage Infrastructure: Building refrigerated storage facilities to maintain the quality

of organic products.

® Environmentally Friendly Transportation: Encouraging the use of low-carbon emission vehicles

for transporting agro-ecological products.



d. Strengthening Agricultural Cooperatives

® Establishing Local Cooperatives: Encouraging farmers to form cooperatives for collective mar-
keting and increased competitiveness.

Marketing Training: Providing farmers with training in marketing strategies and small business
management.

4. Additional Proposals to Promote Agroecology in Palestine

a. Developing Model Projects

® Establishing Model Farms: Creating model agro-ecological farms in various governorates to
demonstrate benefits and serve as training hubs for farmers.

b. Expanding Investment in Agroecology

Attracting Investments: Encouraging national and international investments to develop the
agroecology sector.

Allocating Investment Funds: Providing funds to support farmers transitioning to agro-ecologi-
cal practices.

c. Encouraging Agricultural Tourism

® Establishing Environmental Farms: Developing farms that welcome visitors to learn about sus-
tainable agriculture.

® Promoting Awareness and Income: Using agricultural tourism to raise public awareness and in-
crease farmers’ income.

Conclusion

Supporting agroecology in Palestine requires an integrated
approach that includes strengthening government policies,
providing financial support to farmers, developing market
infrastructure, and organizing training and awareness pro-
grams. By implementing these recommendations, agroecol-
ogy can become a cornerstone of sustainable development,
enhancing food security and improving the quality of life for
Palestinians.

—
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